
KNOW THE RULES 
BEFORE YOU HEAD OUT.
About Marine Protected Areas
•	Marine protected areas, or MPAs, are specially 

designated underwater areas that prohibit or limit the 
take of marine resources.

•	MPAs are recognized tools for protecting and restoring 
marine life. MPAs foster diverse and healthy habitats, 
safeguarding the ocean’s resources for economic, 
recreational, and environmental benefits now and into 
the future.

California’s MPAs 
•	California was the first state in the U.S. to establish a 

statewide network of MPAs. There are now 124 MPAs 
statewide.

•	The Southern California region of the MPA network 
consists of 50 MPAs, including the Channel Islands 
MPAs. The 50 MPAs in the region cover approximately 
15% of Southern California state waters.

MPA Regulations
•	Boats are allowed to anchor and transit through an MPA 

with catch on board, however, fishing gear may not be 
deployed when in marine reserves. See code 632(a)(7) 
and 632(a)(8) and 632(b).

•	Unless otherwise stated all non-consumptive 
recreational activities such as swimming, wading, 
boating, diving, and surfing are allowed in MPAs.

•	Visit the CA Department of Fish and Wildlife website 
for more information about MPA boundaries and 
regulations at: 
www.wildlife.ca.gov/MPAs

California Fishing Regulations
•	A fishing license is required for anyone 16 years of age 

or older for any fishing, except for fishing from a public 
fishing pier in ocean waters. (Code 1.88) Fishing report 
cards for Sturgeon and Spiny Lobster are required to 
take either of these species from a public pier in ocean 
waters.

•	“Take” means to hunt, pursue, catch, capture, or kill 
fish, mollusks, or crustaceans, or attempting to do so.

•	A complete list of ocean fishing regulations is available 
at: https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Fishing/Ocean
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Regulations This document is provided 
as a courtesy and does not replace the official 
laws and regulations found in the California 
Fish and Game Code or the California Code of 
Regulations Section 632, Title 14.
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The MPA brochure for the Catalina Island MPA Collaborative is available at:  
http://californiampas.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Catalina-Brochure.pdf
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LOS ANGELES COUNTY MARINE PROTECTED AREA BOUNDARIES
This document is provided as a courtesy only and photos are not intended for navigational use. Use GPS coordinates to determine the exact location of MPA boundaries.

The full Los Angeles MPA Collaborative brochure is available at:  
http://www.mpacollaborative.org/documents/LAFGEng.pdf


