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Know Before You Go...

It is the responsibility of the individual(s)
fishing to know all regulations such as bag
limits, minimum size limits, and marine
protected areas (where fishing regulations are
modified).

If contacted by an enforcement official,

“I didn’t know” is not a valid reason for
violation of the law - you may recieve

a citation.

Fishing License...

Every person 16 years of age or older must
possess a valid fishing license and any
required report cards. FGC 7145(a)

Skin or Scuba Diving:

Fishing license can be within 500 yards of
your possession; however, enforcement
officials reserve the right to make you
produce your license.

Spear Fishing Tip...

There is no grey area for minimum size
limits. Remember, animals appear larger
when underwater. If you are asking yourself,
“is that fish big enough?” Odds are it is not.
Play it safe and only go for fish when certain
they are of legal size limit.

Spearing and then releasing undersized
saltwater fish is not ethical, and may be
unlawful under a variety of scenarios.
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Where Fishing is Permitted...

Common finfish species you may see
along with their size and bag limits.

Minimum Size: 22 Inches Total Length
Bag Limit: 5

Minimum Size: 12 Inches Total Length
Bag Limit: 5 total male and female

Minimum Size: 12 Inches Total Length
Bag Limit: 5 total male and female

Minimum Size: 14 inches Total Length
Bag Limit: 5 in combination with other
paralabrax basses.

For a full list of permitted fish, their size
and bag limit visit:

www.wildlife.ca.gov/ocean-sport-regs
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Possession Prohibited...

Fish Measurements...

ALTERNATE LENGTH: Base of foremost spine of dorsal fin, to longest tip of tail
)

Pacific bonito

FORK LENGTH: Tip of head with mouth closed, to fork of tail “F
TOTAL LENGTH: Tip of head with mouth closed, to longest tip of tail ("L

Base of foremost dorsal
fin spine, to longest tip of tail.
Tip of head with mouth
closed, to longest tip of tail.
Tip of head with mouth
closed, to longest tip of the tail.

* Regulations are subject to change. The
intent of this brochure is to educate users
about California’s Marine Protected Areas
and promote responsible recreational
fishing practices. At no time should this
document be considered a primary source
for California Sport Fishing Regulations.

For official regulatory language visit:
ccr.oal.ca.gov
For general sport fishing regulations visit:
wildlife.ca.gov/regulations
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